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RESEARCH INTERESTS

· AI in Environmental Governance, 
· NEPA Procedures, Environmental Law, Climate Change Law, 
· Critical Minerals and the Clean Energy Transition	
· Interdisciplinary Approaches integrating Law, Policy, and Technology

EDUCATION 

Emory University Law School, Atlanta, USA
Doctor of Juridical Science(S.J.D.) Candidate, Auguest 2024 - Now
Current Research Focus: NEPA reform,  applications of AI in environmental review.
Research Assistant: Supported projects on climate adaptation and federal environmental governance.

Temple University Beasley School of Law, Philadelphia, United States
Master of Laws (LL.M.), September 2015 - November 2016
Activities: Editor of Tsinghua Law Review
Courses: Torts, Property Law, Constitutional Law, Legal Research and Writing

Beijing Normal University Zhuhai Campus, Zhuhai, China
Bachelor of Laws, September 2011-June 2015
Grades: 89/100 (Top 4)
Honors: First Class Scholarship (2012-2013), Second Class Scholarship (2013-2014)

SELECTED PUBLICATIONS ＆ FORTHCOMING WORK

Using AI in NEPA Review: Legal Challenges and Judicial Scrutiny 
( ENVIRONMENTAL LAW REPORTER, Volume 55, Issue 6)

This article analyzes how AI-assisted Environmental Impact Statements implicate NEPA’s procedural obligations and the APA’s “hard look” standard, examining risks of opacity and explainability in light of post-Chevron judicial review and proposing institutional safeguards to preserve procedural legitimacy.

Available here: https://papers.ssrn.com/sol3/papers.cfm?abstract_id=5232297

Bridging Efficiency and Legitimacy-The Role of Community Benefits Agreements in NEPA’s Offshore Wind Review 
(JOURNAL OF ENVIRONMENTAL LAW AND LITIGATION, Volume 41 2026)

This article examines how Community Benefits Agreements function as procedural enhancers in NEPA review, using offshore wind case studies to show how CBAs can mitigate judicial vulnerability under the “hard look” doctrine while advancing participatory legitimacy in accelerated renewable energy permitting.
Available here: https://papers.ssrn.com/sol3/papers.cfm?abstract_id=5395963

The Algorithmic Hard Look 2.0: Rethinking Judicial Oversight of AI-Generated EISs (NATURAL RESOURCES JOURNAL, 67 volume Up coming)

This article proposes a reliability-based framework that translates NEPA’s “hard look” doctrine into measurable criteria for evaluating AI-generated environmental analyses, offering courts and agencies a structured approach to judicial review in the post-Chevron era.

Available here: https://papers.ssrn.com/sol3/papers.cfm?abstract_id=5623731

AI Attribution and Reliability in U.S. Federal Environmental Review 
(chapter in Joshua Gellers & Nadia Ahmad, eds., Research Handbook on Environmental Law and Artificial Intelligence, Edward Elgar Publishing, forthcoming)

This chapter proposes a dual-threshold framework for AI-assisted environmental decision-making, comprising the Attribution and Adoption Test (AAT) for evaluating whether AI-generated analysis may be attributed to an agency under APA § 706, and a Hard Look 2.0 standard addressing the temporal instability and ecological context bias characteristic of AI-assisted environmental analysis.

PREPRINTS & WORKING PAPERS

Who Speaks for the Algorithm? Attribution in Environmental Decision making
（Forthcoming 2026)

This Article proposes the Attribution and Adoption Test (AAT) to address the attribution gap in AI-assisted environmental decision-making, clarifying how algorithmic analysis can be treated as agency reasoning for purposes of judicial review under NEPA and administrative law.

Available here: https://papers.ssrn.com/sol3/papers.cfm?abstract_id=6024414

The Invisible Analyst: AI-Assisted Decisionmaking and the Administrative Record (Forthcoming 2027)

Examines how internal generative AI changes the evidentiary relationship between analytical production, agency review, and the NEPA administrative record. Introduces embedded analytical production, the visibility problem, and a checking-basis distinction to evaluate what review materials can establish about agency performance.

Available here: https://ssrn.com/abstract=7083878

AI data center in a NEPA Void
（Forcoming 2026)

This paper examines how accelerated federal permitting for AI data centers has prompted local procedural reconstruction through CBAs and transparency agreements, theorizing “Shadow NEPA” and proposing digital accountability standards for AI infrastructure governance.

Available here: https://papers.ssrn.com/sol3/papers.cfm?abstract_id=5908023

Large Language Model-Facilitated National Review on the Use of Ecological Tools and Processes in Environmental Impact Statements (EIS) in the U.S. with Demonstrated Use Cases for Environmental Planners, Legal Practitioners, and Researchers
(Research Square Preprint, August 15, 2026)

Dahn-young Dong, Lauren Schramm, Kris Thoemke, Tuoya Saren & Sean Schoville

This interdisciplinary study uses a RAG-LLM pipeline to analyze more than 2,000 federal EISs and develops use cases for environmental planners, legal practitioners, and researchers.

Available here: https://doi.org/10.21203/rs.3.rs-10627892/v1

PROFESSIONAL PRESENTATIONS & CONFERENCES

Invited Speaker

National Association of Environmental Professionals (NAEP)
Webinar: Legal and Ethics of Tech
(February 27, 2026)

Presented on the intersection of AI-assisted environmental review and administrative law, with a focus on accountability, judicial review risks, and the legal defensibility of AI-generated Environmental Impact Statements (EISs) under NEPA.

Avialiable here:
https://www.naep.org/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=953%3Awebinar-materials-02-27-26&catid=23%3Awebinars&Itemid=217


National Association of Environmental Professionals (NAEP) Annual Conference 2026
AI Workshop :Lightning talks on AI solutions from Academia
Anchorage, Alaska | May 2026 

Workshop organized with Department of Energy(DOE) and Pacific Northwest National laboratory(PNNL) on AI applications in federal permitting. Presentation focuses on legal risk management, accountability, and best practices for AI use in NEPA review.

Avialiable here：
https://www.pnnl.gov/events/developing-modern-ai-and-permitting-technology-shifting-regulatory-environment


Conference Delegate

Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change (IPCC-64)
Emory University Delegate (Observer)
Bangkok, Thailand | March 24–27, 2026

Selected as Emory University delegate to IPCC-64; participated in plenary sessions and intergovernmental discussions on AR7 and governance reforms.

Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change (IPCC-65)
Emory University Delegate (Observer)
Addis Ababa, Ethiopia | October 12–15, 2026

Selected as Emory University delegate to IPCC-65; participated in plenary sessions and intergovernmental discussions on AR7 and governance reforms.


WORKS IN PROGRESS

What the Agency Hears: AI, Public Comments, and the Construction of the NEPA Administrative Record:

Examines how agencies' use of AI-generated classification and summarization tools to process NEPA public comments implicates the duty to consider under NEPA and the APA, and proposes a reviewable representation standard requiring independent agency validation, institutional adoption, and tiered preservation of the administrative record.

WORKING EXPERIENCES

Emory University School of Law, Atlanta, United States
Research Assistant 2024 October-Present (Work with Professor Mark Nevitt)
· Conduct legal research on comparative environmental law, focusing on permitting and approval procedures for coal-fired power plants in China.
· Analyze Chinese regulatory frameworks in parallel with U.S. statutes such as NEPA, APA, and the Clean Air Act to identify similarities and divergences in environmental review.
· Draft research memoranda for faculty projects on climate change, energy law, and transnational environmental governance.
· Support scholarship development on the intersection of environmental law, administrative procedure, and climate policy.

Huicong & Partners, Inner Mongolia, China
Energy Lawyer, March 2018 – 2024.8
· Represented Longyuan Energy Company in more than 300 litigation and non-litigation cases and reviewed nearly 3,000+ contracts and agreements
· Conducted legal due diligence on the development, construction and operation phases of wind power projects at domestic level
· Represented the client in signing the development agreement with the local government for the desert ecological management photovoltaic power generation project and the saline land ecological restoration project
· Applied for relevant electricity business licenses and signed agreements for grid-connected power generation and avoided the risk of administrative penalties

Beijing Dacheng (Inner Mongolia) Law Firm, Inner Mongolia, China
Financial Lawyer, March 2017-March 2018
· Represented clients in disputes over capital contribution, shareholding, withdrawal, liquidation and distribution of private equity funds
· Acted on behalf of creditors of various financial institutions such as banks, trust companies, fund companies, etc., in the recovery of property and the handling of non-performing claims through a variety of means
· Assisted clients in responding to government investigations, such as those of financial regulators, business administration, and the judiciary

Hangley Aronchick Segal Pudlin & Schiller, Philadelphia, PA
Intern, July 2016 - August 2016
· Supervised by Mark A. Aronchick and conducted case studies for U.S. commercial litigation in Pennsylvania
· Conducted comparative law analyses of U.S.-China commercial litigation and wrote memos for review by lead attorneys
· Conducted research in various legal areas, including civil litigation, corporate law, intellectual property, etc., to support the firm's cases and projects
· Interacted with clients, assisting the legal team in addressing client legal queries and needs

BAR STATUS 
	
· Admitted to practice in China, 2017


 SKILLS AND LANGUAGES

· Mandarin(native), English (fluent)
· Legal research databases (Westlaw, LexisNexis), policy analysis, academic writing.

LEGAL COUNSEL ENGAGEMENTS

· Inner Mongolia Longyuan New Energy Development Co.,Ltd (a subsidiary of the China Energy Investment Corporation (CHN Energy)) and seven affiliated renewable energy project companies.
· Inner Mongolia University of Technology
· Inner Mongolia University for Nationalities
· Inner Mongolia Autonomous Region Mental Health Center
· Inner Mongolia Hexin Huitong Investment Management Co., Ltd.
· Hohhot City Infrastructure Network Co., Ltd.
· Pacific Life Insurance Co., Ltd. Inner Mongolia Branch
· Inner Mongolia Xingtai Construction Co., Ltd.
· Bank of China Insurance Inner Mongolia Branch


